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note bijelo dugme: The Legendary Rock Band of the Balkans

Introduction

When discussing the most influential and iconic bands in the history of Balkan rock music, one name
invariably stands out ? Bijelo Dugme. Founded in the early 1970s in Sarajevo, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, this band revolutionized the musical landscape of the region, blending rock with
traditional folk elements and creating a unique sound that resonated with millions. Their impact
transcended borders, cultures, and generations, making them a legendary institution in the former
Yugoslavia and beyond. In this article, we delve into the history, significance, and legacy of note
bijelo dugme, exploring how they became a symbol of musical innovation and cultural identity.

The Origins of Bijelo Dugme

Formation and Early Years

Bijelo Dugme was formed in 1974 by Goran Bregovi?, a talented guitarist and songwriter, along with
other prominent musicians from Sarajevo. The name "Bijelo Dugme" translates to "White Button," a
nickname that the band adopted from a humorous story involving their early days.

Key members during the initial phase included:

- Goran Bregovi? (guitar, vocals)
- Goran Pandurovi? (guitar)
- Mili? Vuka?inovi? (drums)
- Zoran Red?i? (bass)
- Mito Mate?i? (vocals)

Their debut album, "Kad bi bio bijelo dugme" ("If I Were a White Button"), released in 1974, quickly
gained popularity, establishing their reputation as a fresh and energetic rock band with a distinctive
sound.

Musical Style and Influences
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note bijelo dugme was known for its eclectic style that combined:

- Hard rock and progressive rock influences
- Traditional Balkan folk melodies
- Elements of punk and new wave in later years

Their lyrics often reflected themes of love, social issues, patriotism, and everyday life, resonating
deeply with their audience.

Legacy and Major Albums

Key Albums and Songs

Over the years, Bijelo Dugme released numerous albums that became staples of Balkan rock music.
Some of their most notable works include:

- Kad bi bio bijelo dugme (1974)

- Signature song: "Kad bi bio bijelo dugme"
- Impact: Established their style and popularity

- ?ta bi dao da si na mom mjestu (1976)

- Popular tracks: "Ako si htjela da je volim"
- Notable for its mature lyrical themes

- Bitanga i princeza (1979)

- Known for: "Bitanga i princeza" and "Selma"
- Significance: Marked a more polished sound and experimentation

- Do?ivjeti stotu (1984)
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- Features: "Lipe cvatu," blending rock with folk influences

- Va?no je imati ???? (1988)

- Notable for: Incorporation of new wave and pop elements

Popular Songs That Endured

- "Eto! Ba? ho?u!"
- "Tako ti je, mala moja, kad ljubi bjetona"
- "Don?t Cry for Me Argentina" (cover)
- "Sanjao sam no?as da te nemam"

The Cultural and Political Impact

Symbol of Youth and Resistance

In the socio-political context of Yugoslavia, note bijelo dugme became more than just a band; they
emerged as a symbol of youth, change, and sometimes, subtle resistance. Their lyrics often
contained veiled social commentary, and their concerts were major events that drew diverse
audiences.

Influence on Balkan Culture and Music Scene

note bijelo dugme influenced generations of musicians and bands across the Balkans, inspiring
genres like punk, new wave, pop, and alternative rock. Their fusion of traditional Balkan sounds with
Western rock set a template for regional musicians.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Band Breakups and Reunions

Despite multiple breakups and lineup changes over the decades, Bijelo Dugme reunited several
times, much to the delight of their fans:

- 2005 reunion concert in Sarajevo
- 2014 tour celebrating their 40th anniversary
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- Occasional one-off performances and tributes

Their enduring popularity underscores their importance in regional culture.

Honors and Recognitions

The band has received numerous awards, including:

- Rock Music Awards for Best Band
- Lifetime achievement recognitions
- Induction into regional music halls of fame

Their influence is also reflected in the continued popularity of their songs on radio and streaming
platforms.

Musical Legacy and Influence

Impact on New Generations

Many contemporary Balkan artists cite Bijelo Dugme as their inspiration. Their ability to blend
traditional melodies with modern rock has paved the way for innovative musical projects.

Preservation of Cultural Heritage

Through their music, note bijelo dugme has helped preserve Balkan folk traditions, introducing them
to new audiences and ensuring their relevance in modern times.

Why You Should Listen to Bijelo Dugme Today

Timeless Sound and Lyrics

Their songs remain relevant for their poetic lyrics, catchy melodies, and authentic expression of
Balkan life and spirit.

Listening Recommendations

- Start with their iconic debut album "Kad bi bio bijelo dugme"
- Explore their folk-rock fusion tracks like "Lipe cvatu"
- Check out live performances and tributes for a sense of their energetic stage presence
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How to Access Their Music

- Streaming platforms like Spotify, Apple Music, and YouTube
- Classic vinyl and CD collections
- Regional music festivals and tribute concerts

Conclusion

Note bijelo dugme stands as a pillar of Balkan rock music, embodying the spirit of a generation and
influencing countless artists across the region. Their innovative blending of traditional folk and rock
music, combined with poetic lyrics and charismatic performances, has secured their place in music
history. Whether you're a long-time fan or new listener, exploring their extensive discography offers
a rich journey into the soul of Balkan culture and musical excellence. Their legacy continues to
thrive, inspiring future artists and delighting fans around the world.
 
Note Bijelo Dugme: An In-Depth Guide to One of the Most Influential Bands of the Balkans

When exploring the rich tapestry of Yugoslav rock music, few bands stand out as prominently as
Bijelo Dugme. Renowned for their electrifying performances, memorable melodies, and cultural
significance, note Bijelo Dugme remains an essential subject for music enthusiasts, historians, and
fans alike. This guide aims to delve into the history, influence, discography, and legacy of Bijelo
Dugme, offering a comprehensive understanding of their role in shaping the regional music scene.

Introduction: The Significance of Bijelo Dugme

Note Bijelo Dugme isn?t just a phrase; it symbolizes the heartbeat of a generation. Formed in the
early 1970s in Sarajevo, Bijelo Dugme (which translates to "White Button" in English) became a
phenomenon that transcended borders, languages, and political boundaries. Their music combined
rock, folk, and traditional Balkan sounds, creating a unique sonic identity that resonated with
millions.

Origins and Formation of Bijelo Dugme

The Early Years

Bijelo Dugme was founded in 1974 by Goran Bregovi?, a talented guitarist and composer, along
with a group of musicians who shared a common vision: to create a new sound that integrated
Western rock influences with regional musical traditions.

The Original Lineup
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The original lineup included:

- Goran Bregovi? ? Guitar and vocals
- ?eljko Bebek ? Lead vocals
- Mustafa Had?ovi? ? Bass guitar
- Milorad "Mile" Joki? ? Drums
- Laza Ristovski ? Keyboard

This lineup laid the foundation for Bijelo Dugme?s distinctive sound, characterized by catchy
melodies, poetic lyrics, and a blend of genres.

Early Musical Style and Influences

Bijelo Dugme?s early work drew inspiration from:

- Classic rock bands (The Rolling Stones, Led Zeppelin)
- Traditional Balkan folk music
- Punk and progressive rock elements

This eclectic mix helped establish their reputation as innovative and culturally relevant.

Key Albums and Songs

Breakthrough and Classic Albums

Bijelo Dugme released several albums that are now considered classics, including:

- "Kad bi bio bijelo dugme" (1974) ? Their debut album, featuring hits like "?arobna no?" and
"Selma."

- "?ta bi dao da si na mom mjestu" (1976) ? Showcased more mature songwriting and complex
arrangements.

- "Bitanga i princeza" (1979) ? Included popular tracks like "Bitanga i princeza" and "Evo zakle?u
se".

Iconic Songs

Some of their most memorable songs include:
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- "Ako ?eli? biti moja ?ena"
- "Ha ha ha"
- "Tako ti je, mala moja, kad ljubi Bosanac"
- "Da te bog sa?uva"
- "Lipe cvatu"

Thematic Content

Bijelo Dugme?s lyrics often addressed themes such as:

- Love and romance
- Social issues
- Nostalgia and regional identity
- Humor and satire

The Cultural and Political Context

The Yugoslav Era

During the 1970s and 1980s, Bijelo Dugme?s music became intertwined with the socio-political
landscape of Yugoslavia. Their lyrics and performances often reflected the complex realities of a
multi-ethnic federation, fostering a sense of unity through music.

Controversies and Challenges

Despite their popularity, the band faced:

- Censorship issues
- Internal conflicts
- Political pressures

Yet, their resilience helped them maintain relevance across decades.

The Legacy of Bijelo Dugme

Influence on Regional Music

Bijelo Dugme is credited with pioneering a genre that combines rock with Balkan folk, influencing
countless bands in the region. Their innovative approach laid the groundwork for the development of
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regional rock and pop music.

Impact on Fans and Culture

The band?s songs remain anthems for multiple generations, often associated with memories of
youth, social change, and cultural pride.

Recognition and Honors

Bijelo Dugme received numerous awards, including:

- Yugoslavian music awards
- Recognition for their contribution to regional culture
- Induction into various music halls of fame

The Disbandment and Solo Careers

The Breakup

The band officially disbanded in 1989 after nearly 15 years of active performance. Internal conflicts
and changing musical landscapes contributed to their split.

Post-Bijelo Dugme Projects

Members pursued various solo projects, including:

- Goran Bregovi??s successful career as a film composer and bandleader
- ?eljko Bebek?s solo singing career
- Other members engaging in different musical ventures

Modern Reunions and Continued Relevance

Despite disbanding decades ago, Bijelo Dugme?s influence persists. They have reunited for special
concerts and tributes, drawing large audiences eager to experience their legendary sound.

Why Bijelo Dugme Remains Relevant

- Their timeless melodies
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- Cultural significance
- The enduring nostalgia for their era

How to Explore Their Music Today

Recommended Albums for New Listeners

- "Kad bi bio bijelo dugme"
- "?ta bi dao da si na mom mjestu"
- "Bitanga i princeza"
- "Kosmos" (1989) ? Their final studio album before disbanding

Listening Platforms

- Spotify
- Apple Music
- YouTube

Cover Bands and Tribute Events

Many tribute bands celebrate Bijelo Dugme?s legacy, keeping their music alive for new generations.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Note Bijelo Dugme

Note Bijelo Dugme encapsulates more than just a band; it represents a cultural phenomenon that
shaped the musical landscape of the Balkans. Their innovative fusion of genres, poetic lyrics, and
charismatic performances created a legacy that continues to inspire artists and resonate with fans
worldwide. Understanding their history and influence offers a window into the social and cultural
fabric of a generation and highlights the timeless power of music to unite, inspire, and endure.

Whether you're a seasoned fan or new to their music, exploring Bijelo Dugme?s discography offers
a journey through regional history, musical innovation, and heartfelt storytelling. Dive into their
legendary sound and discover why their note still rings true today.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is 'Note' by Bijelo Dugme and when was it released? 'Note' is a popular
song by the legendary Yugoslav rock band Bijelo Dugme, released in 1984 as part of their album
'Evo takoga moora'. What is the significance of 'Note' in Bijelo Dugme's discography? 'Note' is
considered one of Bijelo Dugme's classic tracks that showcases their musical evolution in the 1980s
and remains a fan favorite for its lyrical depth and melody. Who wrote the song 'Note' by Bijelo
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Dugme? The song 'Note' was written by Goran Bregovi?, the band's prominent guitarist and
composer, along with lyricist Mili? Vuka?inovi?. Are there any notable live performances of 'Note' by
Bijelo Dugme? Yes, 'Note' has been performed at numerous significant concerts, including their
1984 and 2005 reunion shows, often eliciting strong audience reactions. Has 'Note' been covered or
referenced by other artists? While 'Note' remains strongly associated with Bijelo Dugme, some
Balkan artists have covered or paid homage to the song, acknowledging its influence in the regional
rock scene. What are the main themes of the song 'Note'? The song explores themes of nostalgia,
emotional reflection, and the power of music as a universal language, conveyed through poetic lyrics
and melodic composition. Why does 'Note' continue to be relevant among fans of Bijelo Dugme
today? Because of its timeless melody, meaningful lyrics, and its role in the history of Balkan rock,
'Note' remains a beloved song that connects generations of fans and continues to be celebrated in
cultural references. 
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